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Of the tax-forfeited lands in the Red Lake Game Preserve and Conser
vation Areas, approximately 193,340 acres have been sold, classified for sale, 
or otherwise disposed of, and other groups lie within state forests, but for 
the most part the remaining acreage is under the supervision of the Division 
of Lands and Minerals. 

Tables showing acreages according -to counties will be found elsewhere 
in this report. 

The war and post-war years, which resulted in the shifting of industry 
and population, have caused the usual fluctuation of land values and usage 
during that period. This may continue for some years before returning to a 
more uniform and normal pattern. 

However, the upward trend in the sale and leasing of state lands 
through the preceding biennium continued through the biennium ending 
June 30, 1948. 

The high ·prices paid for certain farm producti;; have caused many 
settlers to break up and use for crop purposes lands previously used for 
hay or grazing, and to lease additional lands for crop purposes in order to 
take advantage of the prevailing high prkes. 

This intensified production may eventually react to the detriment of 
the surplus land used, as much of it will be abandoned when prices decline 
and become weed-infested and thereafter constitute a problem for local 
settlers and officials. 

In the pioneer days of the state there apparently was no long-term 
plan or policy in the sale or development of state-owned lands. Naturally, 
the sale of state lands was urged by local authorities in order that added 
tax revenue might be realized to assist in the maintenance of state and local 
governmental agencies. 

Many of the tracts sold were in isolated areas and were purchased by 
speculators or misguided settlers and instead of benefiting local communities, 
eventually became burdensome by reason of the cost of providing roads, 
schools and other facilities needed by those who established themselves and 
families thereon. Many of the tracts sold under these. conditions were aban
doned and returned to the control of the state through default or tax 
forfeiture. 

In some instances these lands were resold by the state several times 
and as often abandoned by the purchasers because of their inability to main
tain themselves and their families under such conditions. This, of course, 
usually resulted in a loss to the purchaser each time through wasted effort 
and investment. 

In later years, however, a more practical method of administering state 
land was adopted. Before sale, all state lands are carefully examined and 
classified as to the use to which they are best suited. Only those tracts best 
adapted to agricultural use, well situated in relationship to roads, schools and 
settlements, or needed in connection with established farm units, are offered 
for sale. Lands unsuited to sale are classified for various uses for which 
they may be suited. 
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TABLE 23 

Statement Showing Acres of Unsold and Reverted 
Trust Find Lands as of June 30, 1948 

( Including 12,029.88 acres classified as Trust Fund Lands under Laws 1939, Chapter 343, and 
Laws 1941, Chapter 393, Section 8) 

Acres Acres Total 
County Unsold Reverted Acres 

Aitkin ......... 10,819.37 132,339.14 143,158.51 
Anoka ......... .......... ·········· 481.82 481.82 
Becker ........ 6,020.57 12,843.50 18,864.07 
Beltrami ...... 22,091.74 39,940.17 62,031.91 
Benton ....... ·········· 140.00 140.00 
Big Stone .... .......... 254.35 254.35 
Blue Earth ... . . . . . . . . . . . 

.. "3,29't>".78 
80.00 80.00 

Carlton ...... .............. 17,771.08 21,066.86 
Cass ........ .......... 84,853.34 57,543.83 142,397.17 
Chisago ... , ... .. .... ..... .......... 200.00 200.00 
Clay .......... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

· · ii:o·2·i".33 
1,448.02 1,448.02 

Clearwater .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 13,888.55 24,909.88 
Cook ....... . . . . . . . . . . . . 132,240.84 888.25 133,129.09 
Crow Wing. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3,439.67 17,060.04 20,499.71 
Dakota .... ............. 8.28 130.44 138.72 
Dodge ........ . . ............ .......... 80.00 80.00 
Douglas ..... 120.00 40.00 160.00 
Fillmore ..... .......... 80.00 80.00 
Goodhue .... .. ········ 120.00 120.00 
Grant ....... ·········· 40.00 40.00 
Houston ....... 

. . ·7:545·_,jj 
554.83 554.83 

Hubbard ..... 21,645.17 29,191.58 
Isanti ....... 80.00 524.00 604.00 
Itasca ....... 206,759.86 99,050.61 305,810.47 
Kanabec .... 240.10 7,464.69 7,704.79 
Kandiyohi .. 

.. "3,327:02 
160.00 160.00 

Kittson ....... I 34,501.18 37,828.20 
Koochiching ... 782,816.43 68,913.17 851,729.60 
Lake .......... 167,623.31 4,627.22 172,250.53 
LeSueur ....... .. ········ .. 80.00 .... "3'9"9'.65 80.00 
Mahnomen .... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8,364.80 8,764.45 
Marshall ...................... 2,520.47 38,216.69 40,737.16 
Martin ........................ ·········· 51.27 51.27 
Meeker ........................ ·········· 80.00 80.00 
Mille Lacs ..................... 40.00 11,356.44 11,396.44 
Morrison ................ 560.00 6,310.62 6,870.62 
Nobles .......... .................. ·········· 80.00 80.00 
Norman ......... ············ .... · · · · ·tfa8'.86 

994.96 994.96 
Otter Tail ....... 2,564.63 3,093.49 
Pennington ...... 120.00 3,943.22 4,063.22 
Pine ............. .. .. .... .. .......... 27,684.84 27,684.84 
Polk ............ 40.00 8,516.35 8,556.35 
Pope ............ .. ··········· 160.00 195.25 355.25 
Red Lake ........... .... ······ 2,995.66 2,995.66 
Redwood ............ ·········· 80.00 80.00 
Renville ............. ·········· 40.00 40.00 
Rice ................. 

· · 2s:os9·.s4 
40.00 40.00 

Roseau ............... 99,504.82 127,594.66 
St. Louis ............ 401,860.65 104,138.11 505;998.76 
Scott ............................ 40.00 

· · ·i,24o".oo 
40.00 

Sherburne ......................... 337.90 1,577.90 
Sibley ............................. .66 40.00 40.66 
Stearns ............ · .............. ·········· 687.77 687.77 
Swift ............................. 80.00 160.00 240.00 
Todd ....................... ·.·. 1,050.95 3,333.13 4,384.08 
Traverse .................... · ... . ......... 120.00 120.00 
Wadena .................. 40.00 6,434.58 6,474.58 
Waseca .......................... . ......... 80.00 80.00 
Wilkin ............................ 

· · · · 2"o2".i9 
682.14 682.14 

Winona ........................... 280.00 482.19 
Wright ........•.................. . .......... 60.00 60.00 

----- ----
Total ....................... 1,886,420.37 853,120.19 2, 739,540.56 
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TABLE 24 

Statement Showing Number of Acres of State Trust Fund 
Lands Under Sale Contract and the Amount of 

Unpaid Balance of the Purchase Price 
as of June 30, 1948 

No. Contracts Acres 
County In Force Under Cont. 
Aitkin ........ 272 11,329.79 
Anoka ....... 16 640.00 
Becker ....... 85 2,634.03 
Beltrami ... 126 5,259.33 
Benton ...... 11 480.00 
Big Stone .... 1 40.00 
Blue Earth. 2 120.00 
Carlton .... 73 2,067.16 
Cass .......... 187 4,106.92 
Chisago ...... 6 120.00 
Clay .......... 64 3,679.07 
Clearwater ...... .......... 84 3,292.83 
Cook ......... 2 80.00 
Crow Wing .... 81 3,167.27 
Dakota ........ 2 80.00 
Douglas ...... 3 120.00 
Fillmore ...... 3 120.00 
Goodhue ..... 5 226.40 
Hubbard .... ............ 64 2,600.25 
Isanti ...... .. ... .. .. .... 3 120.00 
Itasca ....... 467 19,142.88 
Kanabec ..... 12 859.00 
Kandiyohi ... 10' 109.80 
Kittson ..... 76 3,781.30 
Koochiching .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 299 12,379.46 
Lake ........ 32 1,342.68 
Mahnomen .. 16 667.49 
Marshall ..... 292 13,125.09 
Mille Lacs .... 49 1,801.30 
Morrison ..... 59 2,516.82 
Murray ...... 1 80.00 
Norman ...... 57 3,266.05 
Otter Tail ..... 75 3,187.28 
Pennington .... 31 1,558.97 
Pine ......... 44 1,995.11 
Pipestone ...... 2 280.00 
Polk ......... 161 8,322.28 
Pope ........... 14 515.00 
Red Lake ..... 45 2,188.51 
Renville ....... 1 43.29 
Roseau ....... 906 38,534.98 
St. Louis ...... 415 15,843.80 
Sherburne .... 8 320.00 
Stearns ....... 11 436.54 
Stevens ...... 1 40.00 
Swift ......... 3 160.00 
Todd ........ 38 1,743.90 
Wadena ....... 61 2,395.91 
Washington .... 1 40.00 
Watonwan ...... 1 10.00 
Wilkin ......... 33 2,499.82 
Winona ..... 2 80.00 
Wright ...... 3 80.00 

-----
Total. .... ............ 4,316 179,630.31 

53 

Unpaid 
Balance 

$ 56,575.00 
2,430.70 

17,458.00 
29,985.66 

3,620.55 
544.00 

4,841.60 
14,722.16 
43,882.80 

697.00 
30,633.55 
16,563.63 

255.00 
17,914.42 

216.70 
1,122.00 

748.00 
1,030.60 

14,386.36 
1,191.20 

103,377.53 
4,240.09 
1,273.30 

22,226.32 
66,831.14 

7,175.89 
3,181.77 

72,429.28 
9,711.38 

16,525.15 
1,033.60 

22,757.55 
16,026.84 
10,611.72 
9,749.01 
3,893.00 

57,741.04 
2,920.95 

15,567.20 
1,177.46 

262,026.75 
101,014.10 

1,721.80 
3,702.16 

176.80 
2,210.00 

12,520.07 
12,803.32 

510.00 
400.00 

27,599.35 
476.00 
774.95 

------
$ 1, 133,204.45 
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State lands may be grouped in five classes: 

1. Agricultural lands classified for immediate sale. 

2. Lands fit for agricultural use, but not selected for immediate sale 
and are available for some form of leasing on a temporary basis. 

3. Land unfit for agricultural use. 

4. Land suitable for some public or conservation use and withheld 
from sale for that purpose. 

5. Lands bordering public waters and withdrawn from sale by legis
lative act, some of which are platted for cabin sites and leased for that 
purpose, others available for some public or conservation use, but the greater 
part of which are unclassified. 

State Land Appraisal and Sale 

The law requires that state land may be sold only at public auction 
at the county seat of the county in which it is situated. All lands offered 
for sale must first be appraised by bonded state appraisers and sold for not 
less than the appraised value, as established by the appraisers. The mini
mum value of appraisal and sale cannot be less than $5.00 per acre. 

There are three appraisal districts in the northern section of the state, 
as a large part of the state lands are located in the northern counties. The 
Western District, with headquarters and district office at Thief River Falls; 
the Central District, with headquarters and field office at Bemidji; and the 
Eastern District, with headquarters and field office at Hibbing, Minnesota. 
Each district is in charge of a district appraiser who is assisted by a land 
clerk. 

The appraisers examine, classify, and appraise state land for sale and 
lease. Land and lease appraisal reports are submitted to the St. Paul office 
of the division where they are checked and reviewed. Lists of the tracts 
selected for sale are made up and prepared for public sales to be held at the 
county seats of the counties in which the lands are located. 

Sales a1·e held during the fall each year, and are conducted by the 
deputy director of the division and clerked by the county auditors, in coun
ties where need of and demand for the land warrants. 

Lands are sold to the highest bidder for cash or on terms. When sold 
for cash and payment in full is made at the time of sale, a patent is issued 
conveying title from the state to the purchaser. When sold on terms, at 
least 15% of the purchase price, plus any timber or improvement value 
listed, must be paid at the time of sale, and the balance of the purchase 
price to be paid in not to exceed twenty equal annual instalments, payable 
with interest at the rate of 4% on June 1st each year. 

Sale certificates are issued to those who purchase on terms entitling 
them to a patent when the amounts due the state, and all unpaid taxes, have 
been paid in full. 
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TABLE 25 
Statement by Counties of Trust Fund Lands Sold During 

the Biennium Ending June 30, J948 

Acres Amount Paid for Timber 
County Sold of Sale and Improvements 
Aitkin ..................... . 
Anoka ..................... . 

1,198.49 $ 9,855.13 $ 2,941.75 
160.00 960.00 40.00 

Becker ..................... . 862.18 6,177.95 1,175.75 
Beltrami .. _ ................. . 880.00 10,960.00 1,669.80 
Benton ..................... . 160.00 2,120.00 27.50 
Blue Earth ................. . 
Carlton ..... _ .............. . 

80.00 5,440.00 
1, 151.39 6,588.34 1,468.15 

Cass ..................... ··· 
Clay ....................... . 

1,109.46 9,373.01 2,161.00 
2,120.00 21,520.00 48.00 

Clearwater .................. . 710.75 5,649.00 613.50 

~~b1JJ~~: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : 1,316.29 11,090.28 1,703.25 
400.00 4,760.00 702.50 

Isanti ................. ·.···· 244.00 1,781.00 152.25 
Itasca ...................... . 3,546.00 34,413.67 7,1>98.75 
Kanabec ................... . 400.00 2,320.00 121.20 
Kittson .................... . 1,519.35 11,657.25 
Koochiching ................ . 1,821.06 13,619.96 ] ,538.05 
Lake .................. ······ 119.00 831.00 173.75 
Mahnomen ................. . 96.14 616.84 85.00 
Marshall ................... . 2,641.40 18,985.83 471.25 
Mille Lacs .................. . 520.00 2,920.00 741.60 
Morrison ................... . 720.00 6,600.00 326.00 
Norman .................... . 2,043.10 16,007.90 
Otter Tail .................. . 680.00 5,320.20 940.50 
Pennington ................. . 640.00 8,080.00 330.00 
Pine ................ - · · · · · · · 855.15 4,810.90 1,247.65 
Polk ....................... . 3,808.93 37,216.26 512.50 
Pope ................... ······ 239.00 1,514.00 
Red Lake ................... . 1,400.00 11,980.00 285.00 
Roseau ..................... . 7,515.81 80,758.75 1,673.15 
St. Louis ................... . 2,697.65 28,195.89 5,624.65 
Sherburne .................. . 240.00 3,060.00 70.50 
Stearns ..................... . 
Todd ...................... . 

158.47 1,110.82 93.75 
558.00 4,376.00 603.40 

Wadena .................... . 480.00 4,360.00 614.00 
Wilkin ..................... . 1,170.36 20,494.52 
Wright ..................... . 60.00 540.00 

----- -----

44,321.98 $416,064.50 $36,054.15 

TABLE 26 
Income Derived from Principal and Interest Payments on Trust Fund Lands Under 

Contract During Biennium Ending June 30, 1948 

Fund Amount 
School. ... _ ......................................... $253,268.17 
University........................................... 5,290.74 
Swamp .............................................. 141,830.84 
Internal Improvement. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 18,457.86 
State Land improvement.............................. 80.26 

$418,927.87 

The payment of the purchase price at the time of sale, as well as subse
quent instalments of principal and interest, are made to the county treasurer 
who reports collections to the office of the Division of Lands and Minerals 
at St. Paul. 

All lands are sold subject to the regulations of any zoning ordinance in 
force or hereafter adopted by the county board of the county in which the 
land is situated. 

The following is a summary of the state lands examined for classifica
tion, sale, lease, trespass, etc., in the three appraisal districts during the 
biennium ending June 30, 1948: 
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Eastern Appraisal District _______________________________ _ 
Central Appraisal District _______________________________ _ 
Western Appraisal District _______________________________ _ 

TotaL ______________________________________________________________ _ 

State Land Leases 

No. of Tracts 

1,355 
1,893 
2,585 

5,833 

57 

No. of Acres 

46,104 
75,403 

101,712 

223,219 

State lands are leased for temporary usage, based on field examinations 
and recommendations by state appraisers and for various purposes not incon
sistent with the best interest of the state. Rentals are established according 
to the purpose for which they are leased. 

Hay, farm and pasture leases are made on a seasonal basis and are sold 
at public auction in counties where land sales are held. In other counties 
bids are accepted by mail and leases issued to the highest bidder. 

State lands bordering lakes and other public waters of the state were 
withdrawn from sale by legislative act, but in some instances where they 
have been platted for cabin sites they are leased for that purpose. The 
minimum rental for these lots is based on appraisers reports, but none are 
leased for less than $12.00 per year. 

Leases for gravel and other earth material used mainly in road con
struction are issued on a yardage basis, with a minimum annual rental 
when no material is removed. 

TABLE 27 
Statement Showing Receipts from Rentals for Leases on State Trust Fund Lands During 

the Biennium Ending June 30, 1948 

Kind of Lease No. of Leases 
Hay, Farm and Pasture .... _ ...... _ ............... _ . . . . . . 1,697 
House.................................................. 588 
Garden .......... _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 233 
Lakes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 244 
Sandpit................................................ 40 
Billboard. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .............. _ . . 22 
Miscellaneous . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 342 

Total ........................ . . ................. 3,166 

Amount 
$29,256.79 

6,693.25 
551.50 

3,083.50 
10,119.72 

258.00 
7,219.70 

$57,182.46 

Leases for garden and dwelling sites on the Mesabi Range are issued 
on an annual basis, and for the most part to employees of mining companies 
operating mines in the locality. 

Leases for power and telephone lines, roadways, rights-of-way, and 
other miscellaneous uses are issued after field "investigation by state 
appraisers and for rates consistent with the purpose for which the land is 
to be used. 

Tax-Forfeited Land in the Red Lake Game Preserve and Conservation Areas 

The Red Lake Game Preserve in Beltrami, Koochiching and Lake of 
the Woods c9unties was created by Laws 1929, Chapter 258, Laws 1931, 
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Chapter 407, created the Conservation Areas in Aitkin, Mahnomen and 
Roseau counties, and Laws 1933, Chapter 402, created the area in Marshall 
County. 

Under the prov1s1ons of the above acts, land which forfeited for the 
non-payment of taxes becomes the absolute property of the state and the 
administration thereof was originally fully under the Commissioner of 
Conservation. 

TABLE 28 
Statement Showing Tax Forfeited Lands in Red Lake Game Preserve and Conservation 

Areas to June 30, 1948 and Total Acreage Sold Under Laws 1935, 
Chapter 210, Laws 1939, Chapter 320, and Acts Supplemental 

or Amendatory Thereto 

Red Lake Game Preserve 

County Total Area 
Beltrami.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 661,619 
Koochiching.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 318,009 
Lake of the Woods.. . . 754,188 

Total. ......................... 1,733,816 

Conservation Areas 
Aitkin. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 455,288 
Mahnomen. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 41,073 
Marshall. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 425,850 
Roseau.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 480,520 

Total. ......................... 1,402,731 

Summary 

Total Area 
Red Lake Game Preserve ............... 1,733,816 
Conservation Areas .................... 1,402, 731 

GRAND TOTAL ............... 3,136,547 

Acres 
Tax Forfeited 

551,540 
228,680 
514,922 

1,295,142 

253,960 
22,940 

128,497 
199,600 

604,997 

Acres 
Tax Forfeited 

1,295,142 
604,997 

1,900,139 

Acres Sold 
28,086.57 

3,282.34 
63,664.80 
----

95,033.71 

8,657.30 
13,714.18 
39,110.32 
30,756.39 
----

92,238.19 

Acres Sold 
95,033.71 
92,238.19 
----
187,271.90 

Laws 1935, Chapter 210, as amended, provides for the classification and 
sale of agricultural lands in the Red Lake Game Preserve. Laws 1939, 
Chapter 320, as amended, provides for the classification and sale of agri
cultural lands in the conservation areas. Under these acts, the classification, 
sale and timber valuations is a function of the county board and county 
auditor of the counties affected and in which the lands are situated. The 
classification, sale and also the timber valuations must, however, first be 
approved by the Commissioner of Conservation. 

Lists of tax-forfeited lands, classified as agricultural land and appraised 
for sale by the county boards, are submitted by the county auditors to the 
Commissioner of Conservation for approval. These lists are referred to the 
Division of Lands and Minerals for field investigation and recommendation, 
and lands approved for sale are then offered for sale by the county auditor 
at public auction. 

The sale and collections for lands sold are reported to the Commissioner 
of Conservation by the county auditor and the Commissioner of Conserva
tion issues the conveyances for lands sold when the amounts due the state 
have been paid in full. 

The leasing of lands in the Red Lake Game Preserve is administered by 
the Commissioner of Conservation. 
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In the conservation areas, lands classified and approved as agricultural 
lands are leased by the county, while unclassified lands are subject to lease 
by the Commissioner of Conservation. 

This results in something of a dual administration by the state and th• 
counties, causing considerable duplication of activities and added expense 
for both. The revenue derived from these lands is paid into the state 
treasury and credited to the funds of the respective area. The Red Lake 
GVcme Preserve laws and the conservation area laws should be reviewed and 
coordinated to effect a more uniform procedure in all phases of adminis
tration. 

Summary of Classification and Sale of Tax Forfeited Lands, in the Red Lake 
Game Preserve and Conservation Areas. During 

the Biennium Ending June 30, 1948 

TABLE 29 
Red Lake Game Preserve 

Acres 
Classified 

Beltrami. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,860.58 
Koochiching. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 720.00 
Lake of the Woods ............ 10,200.00 
Lake of the Woods (Platted 

Lots) ..................... . 

Ac. Appr. 
By Comm. 

of Cons. 
5,406.49 

560.00 
7,120.00 

Total. ................... 16, 780.58 13,086.49 

TABLE 30 
Conservation Areas 

Aitkin ........................ 2, 120.00 1,642.50 
Aitkin (Platted Lots). . . . . . . . . . 58 Lots 58 Lots 
Mahnomen ................... 13, 720.00 13,600.00 
Marshall ..................... 19,320.00 16,240.00 
Roseau ....................... 14,130.61 7,500.37 
Roseau (Platted Lots. . . . . . . . . . 58 Lots 

Total. ................... 49,290.61 
R. L. G. P ................ 16,780.58 

Grand Total. ............. 66,071.19 

38,982.87 
13,086.49 

52,069.36 

Acres 
Sold 

5,762.46 
520.00 

6,194.75 

1 Lot 

12,477.21 

1,119.91 
36 Lots 

3,770.19 
10,467.02 

6,145.96 
11 Lots 

Sale 
Price 

$23,282.94 
2,360.00 

28,837.00 

125.00 
----
$54,604.94 

5,655.00 
3,085.00 

12,096.00 
39,341.00 
40,735.26 

119.00 

21,503.08 $101,031.26 
12,477.21 54,604.94 

33, 980.29 $155,636.20 

Average 
Price 

Per A. 
$4.04 

4.54 
4.66 

$4.37 

5.05 
85.69 

3.21 
3.76 
6.63 

10.82 

$4.55 
4.37 

$4.48 

Revenue Derived from Sale of Tax Forfeited Lands, in the Red Lake Game Preserve and 
Conservation Areas, During Biennium Ending June 30, 1948 

TABLE 31 
Red Lake Game Preserve 

Principal 
Beltrami ................. $ 14,977.83 
Koochiching. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,663.36 
Lake of the Woods. . . . . . . . 34,339.53 

Total. ............... $ 53, 980. 72 

Interest 
$ 3,250.31 

958.07 
6,591.36 

----
$10,799.74 

TABLE 32 

Rental 
$1,775.25 

32.00 
62.00 

$1,869.25 

Conservation Areas 
Aitkin ................... $ 10,062.36 $ 406.65 $1,833.15 
Mahnomen. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 12,651.00 22.20 1, 169.30 
Marshall................. 26,704.81 3,632.31 2,460.20 
Roseau. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 36,491. 78 7,345.26 1,289.10 

Total. ............... $ 85,909.95 
R. L. G. P............ 53,980.72 

Grand Total .......... $139,890.67 

$11,406.42 
10,799.74 

$22,206.16 

$6,751.75 
1,869.25 

$8,621.00 

Timber and 
Improvements 

$ 2,634.80 
472.00 

2,920.75 

$ 6,027.55 

$ 3,839.50 

380.00 
990.00 

----
$ 5,209.50 

6,027.55 
----
$11,237.05 

Total 
$ 22,638.19 

6,125.43 
43,913.64 

-----
$ 72,677.26 

$ 16, 141.66 
13,842.50 
33,177.32 
46,116.14 
----

$109,277.62 
72,677.26 
----

$181,954.88 
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Tax-Forfeited Lands Held in Trust for Taxing Districts - Laws 1927, Chap
ter 119, Laws 1935, Chapter 386, and Kindred Laws 

According to reports received from the county auditors of the state, 
up to July 1, 1948, some 6,459,690 acres of privately owned lands situated 
in 77 of the 87 counties of the state had forfeited for the non-payment of 
taxes and thereby held in trust for the taxing districts. No forfeitures were 
reported in 10 counties of the state. 

Many of the forfeited tracts were repurchased by the former owner or 
resold by the counties and have returned to private ownership. Other tracts 
have been classified by the county board as conservation lands, released. 
from trust to the taxing districts and dedicated to and accepted for conser
vation use. Thus the total acreage of forfeited land has been considerably 
reduced. 

TABLE 33 
Tax Forfeited Lands Held in Trust for Taxing Districts Under Laws 1927, Chapter 119, 

Laws 1935, Chapter 386, and Acts Amendatory and Supplementary Thereto, 
Reported by County Auditors To Department of Conservation 

Division of Lands and Minerals To June 30, 1948 

County 
Aitkin ......................... . 
Anoka .............. · .. ········· 
Becker ......................... . 
Beltrami ....................... . 
Benton ........................ . 
Big Stone .............. ······· 
Blue Earth ..................... . 
Brown ......................... . 
Carlton ........................ . 
Cass ........................... . 
Chippewa ...................... . 
Clay ........................... . 
Clearwater ..................... . 
Cook .......................... . 
Crow Wing ..................... . 
Dakota ........................ . 
Dodge ................. ······.·· 
Douglas ......................... . 
Faribault.......... . .......... . 
Fillmore ............... · · · · · · · ·. 
Freeborn ....................... . 
Goodhue ....................... . 
Grant .................... · · · .. · 
Hennepin ...................... . 
Hubbard ....................... . 
Isanti .................. ·.···.·.· 
Itasca ......................... . 
Jackson ........................ . 
Kanabec ....................... . 
Kandiyohi ...................... . 
Kittson ........................ . 
Koochiching .................... . 
Lac qui Parle ................... . 
Lake .................. ········· 
Lake of the Woods ............ . 
LeSueur ....................... . 
Lyon .................. ··.····· 
McLeod ....................... . 
Mahnomen ................... . 

Total 77 Counties .. 

Acres 
392,192 

9,370 
163,658 
262,160 

4,200 
145 

2,845 
830 

228,520 
413, 110 

537 
27,480 

194,160 
58,280 

133,160 
2,387 

120 
1,110 

165 
981 

2,538 
198 

4,950 
2,641 

266,338 
17,269 

496,000 
420 

73,400 
8,315 

118,530 
415,940 

831 
235,020 

13,319 
552 

3,525 
20 

65,306 

County Acres 
Marshall..... . ........... . 69,930 

245 
106,045 
128,660 

1,455 
1,520 

306 

lVIeeker ..... . 
Mille Lacs ...... . 
Morrison ... . 
lVIower ..... . 
Murray .... . 
Nicollet .... . 
Nobles .... . 
Norman ...... . 
Olmsted .... . 
Otter Tail .. . 
Pennington. 
Pine ...... . 
Polk .... . 
Ramsey .. . 
Red Lake .. . 
Redwood .. . 
Renville .. . 
Rice .... . 
Roseau .. . 
St. Louis. 
Scott ..... . 
Sherburne. 
Sibley .... . 
Stearns .. . 
Steele .. . 
Stevens .. . 
Swift ...... . 
Todd ..... . 
Traverse .. . 
Waba8ha. 
Wadena .. . 
Waseca .. . 
Washington .. . 
Wilkin ........ . 

440 
21,271 

1,590 
28,180 
58,960 

340,400 
110,873 

450 
24,340 

1,300 
9,220 

210 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101,100 

. .... 1,702,414 
285 

18,500 
210 

3,017 
878 
410 

20,040 
25,060 

2,083 
1,866 

41,240 
161 

2,510 

Winona.......... . ......... . 
11,120 

917 
1,285 

677 
Wright ....................... . 
Yellow Medicine .............. . 

. ..................... 6,459,690 

Tax-forfeited lands held in trust for the taxing districts are largely 
under the administration of the county board and county auditor of the 
county in which they are situated. When these lands are classified as non
conservation lands and sold by the county auditor, any thnl;>e:r of v~lue 
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thereon must be appraised separately and approved by the Commissioner 
of Conservation before sale. The approval of the timber valuations is the 
only authority vested in the Department of Conservation with these tax
forfeited lands. 

Each year copies of the lists of lands which have forfeited for the 
non-payment of taxes during the current year are submitted by the county 
auditor to the Commissioner of Conservation and are filed in the records of 
the Division of Lands and Minerals. 

Lists of the tax-forfeited lands, which are classified as non-conservation 
lands by the county board and are to be offered for sale, are submitted to 
the Division of Lands and Minerals to be checked before sale to determine 
whether or not state-owned lands have inadvertently been included thereon. 
If any state lands are included in the list, the county auditors are notified 
and the state-owned tracts stricken therefrom so as not to be included in 
the county land sale list. 

A statement showing the counties of the state in which tax-forfeited 
lands are situated and the acreage in each as reported to this office by the 
county auditors as of June 30, 1948 may be found elsewhere in this report. 

Land Appraisers 

Since 1944 the land appraisal staff of the division has been limited to 
three appraisers, who are now assisted with office work by a land clerk in 
each district. 

With the ever increasing number of requests to purchase and lease state 
lands, and the large volume of other activities in the field work, it is hardly 
possible for the force to keep abreast with even the current requests. 

In addition to the regular land appraisal work and relative activities, 
additional administrative duties in connection with the position of appraiser 
are increasing to the point where a. large force is absolutely necessary to 
take care of the work load in each district. 

The work of the appraisers makes it necessary for them to spend con
siderable time alone in remote areas where the possibility of accident is 
constantly present and chances for assistance in case of accident somewhat 
remote. They should not be required to work alone under these conditions, 
and each district appraiser should be furnished with an assistant appraiser 
to accompany and assist him on all :field work. 

To carry on the regular :field work of the land section of the division 
and make the :field investigation of state lands bordering public waters, the 
present appraisal staff should be supplemented with three Appraisers I or 
Junior Appraisers to work with the regular staff, and one Appraiser II or 
Senior Appraiser, assisted by an Appraiser I, to devote full time to the 
investigation and classification of tracts bordering public waters. 
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Land Exhibit at State Fair 

For the first time sin-Ce the pre-war period, an exhibit was put on at the 
Minnesota State Fair by the land section of the division. 

The use of state-owned land in northern Minnesota was depicted in four 
miniature settings showing farming in one section, grazing in another, 
timber in the third, and recreation in the fourth. Each use was worked out 
in careful detail and the resulting exhibit seemed to meet with much public 
approbation. 

One of the land appraisers was constantly in attendance to explain the 
exhibit and to give information relative to the sale and leasing of state
owned lands under the control of the division. 

Bulletins giving general information relative to the state lands under 
the supervision of the Division of Lands and Minerals and also a schedule 
of land sales for 1947 were passed out to those expressing an interest in 
the sale of state lands. 

I,and Program for the Next Biennium 

1. To investigate requests for purchase and leasing of state lands. 
To appraise and offer for sale those tracts suited to and needed for agri
cultural use. To appraise lands under contract where interest delinquency 
or default has occurred. 

2. To complete a field examination and classification of all state-owned 
lakeshore lands under the supervision of the Division of Lands and Minerals 
to determine the use to which the lands are best suited. (Our records show 
about 4,673 tracts - 140,000 acres in 33 counties - 1,168 miles of water 
frontage including those tracts in state forests.) 

3. To make field investigations of the tax-forfeited lands in the Aitkin, 
Mahnomen, Marshall and Roseau Conservation Areas and the Red Lake 
Game Preserve in Beltrami, Koochiching and Lake of the Woods counties, 
for the purpose of setting up areas where agricultural lands may be approved 
for sale. This to be done in cooperation with the county boards of the 
counties involved in order to facilitate the administration of tax-forfeited 
lands in those areas. 

4. To obtain lists of unappropriated U. S. Government lands and make 
field investigations to determine the tracts suitable for selection as lieu 
lands for the deficiency in school land grants which is still due the state 
and amounting to approximately 20,000 acres. 

5. To make a field investigation of all state lands under the super
vision of this division in lpcalities where there is a need for gravel for road 
construction and other purposes in order to determine the availability and 
location of gravel deposits which may be leased. 

6. Make field checks of railroad rights-of-way over state-owned lands. 
In many instances where right-of-way deeds have been issued to railroads, 
the right-of-way has long since been abandoned, but not reported, and are 
still carried on our records as active. Our records should be cleared in such 
instances so that proper disposition may be made of the tracts involved. 
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SUMMARY OF LEGISLATIVE RECOMMENDATIONS 
AFFECTING LAND ADMINISTRATION 

63 

1. Amend Minnesota Statutes 1945, Section 222.02-03, relative to right
of-way for l'ailroad over and across state land, requiring that application 
must be filed with and approved by the Commissioner of Conservation and 
right-of-way deed issued before cutting of right-of-way or construction is 
started. 

2. Amend laws relative to the establishment of state aid, county and 
township road right-of-way over state lands, requiring that notice of pro
ceeding be served on the Commissioner of· Conservation and submit there
with a copy of a plat showing definite location of the right-of-way and 
acreage to be taken. 

3. Amend Laws 1947, Chapter 484, to provide for cancellation of 
defaulted contracts covering lands sold under Laws 1935, Chapter 210, as 
amended, and Laws 1939, Chapter 320, as amended, not cancelled previous 
to the passage of Laws 1947, Chapter 484. Th.e procedure for cancellation 
of these old contracts is complicated and a more simple and uniform method 
should be established for all contracts. 

4. Amend and clarify Minnesota Statutes 1945, Section 84.027, with 
respect to the duties of the Commissioner of Conservation and the state 
auditor in the administration of trust fund land and tax-forfeited lands in 
the Red Lake Game Preserve and Conservation Areas. 

5. Amend Minnesota Statutes 1945, Section 507.31, Subdivision 1, rela
tive to certified list of railroad lands filed in counties; substitute Commis
sioner of Conservation in places where state auditor is used. 

6. Amend Minnesota Statutes 1945, Section 6.16 and Section 84.027, 
Subdivisions 4, 5 and 6, to show that the records of state trust fund lands 
are with the Commissioner of Conservation instead of the state auditor. 

7. Amend Minnesota Statutes 1945, Section 93.08, in order to simplify 
the procedure covering the removal of sand, gravel, and other earth material 
from under the waters of meandered lakes, streams or other public waters 
and for issuing leases for that purpose. 

8. Require that assignment of state land contracts be recorded in the 
register of deeds office of the county in which the land is situated and also 
require that notice of assignment be filed with the Commissioner of Conser- • 
vation. This should be done in order that we may keep more up-to-date 
records of outstanding contracts and a closer contact with contract holders. 

9. Enact legislation to provide for' the payment into the permanent 
trust funds for the value of any trust fund lands withdrawn from sale for 
special purposes, in order to reimburse the trust fund for the loss to the 
fund by reason of the taking. , 

10. Amend Minnesota Stautes 1945, Sections 282.221 to 282.226 inclu
sive, relating to the classification, appraisal and sale of tax-forfeited lands 
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in the Red Lake Game Preserve; and Sections 282.14 to 282.22 inclusive, 
relative to the classification, appraisal and sale of tax-forfeited lands in the 
conservation areas, in order to coordinate the field work and procedure of 
the state and counties in the administration of tax-forfeited lands in those 
areas. 

SUMMARY OF LEGISLATIVE RECOMMENDATIONS 
AFFECTING MINERAL ADMINISTRATION 

1. That Minnesota Statutes 1945, Section 93.335, Subdivision 4, be 
amended to provide that rents and royalties received from tax-forfeited 
minerals and mineral rights be distributed to the state and the local taxing 
districts, instead of being held in trust by the state treasurer. 

When this law was enacted in 1943 under Chapter 287, the state and the 
mineral counties could not agree on a distribution of this revenue, and it 
was decided to hold the revenue from tax-forfeited mineral lands in a special 
fund until such time as the legislature determined its disposition. 

During the past year the county board officials in the northeastern 
counties have been contacted, and it appears at this time that the counties 
are agreeable to a distribution of this tax-forfeited mineral revenue on the 
basis of 20% to the state and 80% to the local taxing districts. It is our 
understanding that the counties are agreeable to having this 80% appor
tioned to the local taxing districts on the same basis as the existing law 
which deals with other tax-forfeited revenue. 

2. That legislation be enacted to provide for the withdrawal from sale 
of the surface of tax-forfeited lands that are included in any mineral permit 
or lease which has been issued by the Commissioner of Conservation. Under 
Minnesota Statutes 1945, Section 93.335, the Commissioner of Conservation 
is authorized to group tax-forfeited lands into mining units and to issue 
permits to pr-ospect for, or leases to mine, iron ore thereon. 

However, there is no provision in the law covering the withdrawal from 
sale of the surface of these lands. The counties may sell the surface of tax
forf eited lands even though it is under mineral permit or lease; and if this 
is done it will interfere with the exploration and development o.f the iron ore 
contained in these lands. 

At the present time these withdrawals from sale are accomplished by 
resolution of the county boards in which the lands are located. In thi~ 

connection, we now receive excellent cooperation from the county boards in 
Saint Louis, Itasca and Crow \iVihg counties. However from an adminis
tration angle, it would work out much better for the counties and the state 
if these withdrawals were provided for by law. 

3. That legislation be enacted authorizing the Commissioner of Con
servation to issue permits to prospect for, and leases to mine gold, silver, 
copper and other minerals except iron ore on tax-forfeited lands. 
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Minnesota Statutes 1945, Section 93.335, authorizes the Commissioner 
of Conservation to issue permits to prospect for, or leases to mine iron ore 
on trust fund lands, but our present laws do not provide for the sale or lease 
of other minerals on tax-forfeited lands. This could probably be accom.;. 
plished by amending Minnesota Statutes 1945, Section 93.25, so that this 
act includes tax-forfeited lands. 

I 

4. That Minnesota Statutes 1945, Section 93.15, be amended so that 
it is left to the discretion of the Commissioner of Conservation to determine 
which lands should be classified 1nto minnig units. This act provides in part 
as follows: "The commissioner of conservation shall divide all lands belong
ing to the state, or in which the state has an interest, excepting lands situate 
under the waters of any public lake or river, into mining units ... " 

From an administration angle, many of our state-owned lands should 
not be classified into mining units as we have thousands of acres in areas 
where minerals are not known to exist. This act should also be amended so 
that the Commissioner of Conservation could enlarge the size of the units 
as outlined in the present law. This would be particularly desirable in 
re-leasing old mines that contain more than 80 acres and which should be 
operated under a new lease as one mining unit. 

5. That Minnesota Statutes 1945, Section 93.20, be amended s.o that 
royalty payments could be made on the crude taconite as mined, in addition 
to the present plan which provides for the payment of royalty on taconite 
concentrates when shipped. 

Most of the taconite concentrating plants will be processing taconite 
from various ownerships, including state-owned land; and from an adminis
tration angle, it will be impossible in these large central plants to identify 
the state ore after it has been concentrated. 

For example, the Reserve Mining Company's quarry on the eastern end 
of the Mesabi Range will include a half-section of state land. Under their 
present plans they intend to mine the crude taconite and haul it by rail to 
Beaver Bay where it will be concentrated. This ore undoubtedly will be 
mixed at Beaver Bay with crude taconite from privately owned lands; and 
the royalty to be paid the state should be determined on the crude taconite 
as mined. The amendment should be written so that existing leases could 
be amended to provide for the payment of royalty on crude taconite as mined. 

6. That Minnesota Statutes 1945, Section 93.18, be amended so that 
the Commissioner of Conservation may determine what analyses should be 
required from permittees in conducting exploration work on taconite lands. 
The present permit law provides for an analytical determination of iron, 
silica, phosphorus, alumina and manganese on all iron-bearing formation 
encountered. In cases where solid rock or taconite is encountered, this 
complete analysis is not necessary. 

7. That Minnesota Statutes 1945, Section 93.285, Subdivision 3, which 
deals with permits to prospect for stockpiled iron ore, be amended to correct 
an error which was made in the 1945 act, which reads as follows: "No permit 
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for the same unit shall be issued to the same person for two six-month 
periods in succession." 

This should be amended to read: "No permit for the same unit shall be 
issued to the same person for two one-year periods in succession." 

8. That Minnesota Statutes 1945, Section 93.17, be amended so that in 
applying for permits to prospect for iron ore on state-owned lands, bidders 
be required to submit a uniform amount on each schedule if their bid exceeds 
the minimum. On tax-forfeited mining units or exhausted mines, the state 
does not always have sufficient information to determine the high bidder 
if the bids are not uniform on each schedule. This proposed amendment will 
make it possible to determine the high bidder as soon as the bids have been 
talmlated. 




